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This workshop provides general legal information – not legal advice



By the end of this session, you will:

 understand major U.S. immigration pathways

 recognize common immigration mistakes

 learn basic legal rights in the U.S.

 know where to find trustworthy help

understand refugee and community resources



Important Disclaimer!

This workshop is:
    General legal education

This workshop is NOT:
   ✘ Individual legal advice
   ✘ Case assessment
   ✘ Promise of immigration 
benefits

Every immigration history 
matters:

Entry history

Criminal history

Prior filings

Family relationship

 Immigration violations



Immigration System Overview

Two Main Categories
NONIMMIGRANT [Temporary] vs. IMMIGRANT [Permanent 
residence]

Key question: “did you intend to immigrate permanently?

Some categories allow: → Dual  Intent

Some categories are: → Non-Dual Intent



Before Applying: What Approvals 

May Be Required?

USCIS:

Petitions / immigration 
approvals

SEVIS:

Student and exchange 
tracking system

DOL:

Department of Labor

Visual:

Embassy ← USCIS ← DOL ← 
Applicant



Immigration  Pathways

Main pathways:

1. Family-Based (both imm & nonimm)

2. Employment-Based

3. Humanitarian

4. Diversity Visa

5. Special categories



Family-Based Immigration
Immediate relatives of U.S. citizens 

• Spouses and children under 21

• Parents (if petitioner is 21+)

Preference categories (“quota”)

• F1: Unmarried sons & daughters of USC (21 and +)

• F2A: Spouses and children of LPR

• F2B: Unmarried  sons & daughters of LPR

• F3: Married sons & daughters of USC

• F4: Siblings of adult USC (petitioner is 21+)



Bulletin date: June 2026. 

 https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-

law0/visa-bulletin.html



Special Family Option - Visa

 K-1

Fiancé(e)

 K-3

Spouse waiting for approval

 Marriage itself does NOT automatically create status.



Humanitarian Relief

Refugees

Asylum/asylees

Parole/parolees

 TPS

Cancellation of Removal

Convention Against Torture

Withholding of Removal

Country Specific Programs

KEY DISTINCTION:

Refugees → outside of U.S. 

and granted status before 

entering

Asylum seekers → inside the 

U.S. or at port of entry  



Special Humanitarian Nonimmigrant

U Visa

Victims of certain 

qualifying crimes

T Visa

Victims of trafficking

TPS

Temporary Protected 

Status

Humanitarian Parole

VAWA

Important:

Temporary status ≠ Green 

card



Burma/Myanmar Update (current 

as of June 2026 only)

 Important:

Policies are changing rapidly.

 Current topics affecting Burmese communities:

 • Litigation affecting TPS for Burma

 • Changes in humanitarian policies

 • Processing changes and executive actions

 Always confirm current rules before filing.

Do NOT promise outcomes based on headlines.



Filing Application: “it’s just filling up 

forms...” right?

NO!!

 Forms create permanent records.

 You affirm to USCIS that what you stating is true and that 
you meet the requirements set out in the immigration law.

Common Mistakes

Guessing

Copying friends 

Omitting information

Signing without reading



High-risk Questions 

Examples:

 Have you EVER been arrested?

 Have you EVER entered without inspection (EWI)?

 Have you EVER been out of legal status?

 Have you EVER claimed citizenship?

 Received government benefits?

 Prior marriages?



Common Immigration Consequences

Potential outcomes:

 5-year bar

 10-year bar

 Permanent bar

 Denial

 Removal proceeding

 Mandatory detention: Not eligible for bond

NOTE: One wrong answer can follow someone for years.



Legal Literacy: Know Your Rights

Everyone in the U.S. has certain legal protections.

Examples:

 Right to remain silent

 Right to attorney (not government-paid in immigration)

 Right to due process

 Right to decline consent searches in some situations



Detained or Free to Go?

Ask:

 “Am I free to leave?”

Why it matters:

 Custody changes legal protections. May file 
habaeas petition 180 days after detain.

If detained:
Remain calm
Do not sign blindly





Miranda Rights vs. Immigration

Important distinction:

 Miranda ≠ automatic protection in all immigration 

contexts.

Questions:

 Criminal?

 Administrative?

 Custodial questioning?



ICE Preparedness for Churches & 

Businesses

Planning topics:

 Public vs Private spaces

 Authorized personnel

 Written response 

policies

 Staff training

 Visitor procedures

 Document handling



Sample Preparedness Checklist

 Reception protocol

 Manager contacts

 Signage

 Staff scripts

 Emergency contacts

 Document retention

 Legal contacts



Judicial Warrant vs Immigration Warrant 



I-200



Family Preparedness

Power of Attorney

Guardianship planning

Emergency contact 

packet

 lawyers, pastors, trusted 

adults

Children’s record

Copies of IDs, SS, 

important papers

Medication lists

Who can pick up your 

child?



Who Can Help and How to Find Them?

Licensed immigration attorneys (AILA)

DOJ Accredited Representatives (Directory)

State bar Associations

Legal Clinics

NEVER solely rely on social media!

Questions to ask:

License?

Experience?

Written agreement?



Danger of Notarios

 Red flags:

Guarantees

 Blank signatures

Cash only

No written contract

 Fast result promises

Notario are NOT attorneys in the U.S. [only licensed or DOJ 

accredited can represent clients)



Takeaways and Questions

Remember:

Understand your pathway

Read before signing

Know your rights

Prepare your family

Use licensed help

Questions?
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